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ration 3 hnown unto all men. 


MO N G the: many apoſtolical ex- 
hortations to uniyerſal benevolence 
and charity, there is none leſs in- 
ited upon, and yet none deſerving to be 
more infiſted upon from the pulpit, than 
ths, remarkable one of St. Paul. And 
| perhaps may be the reaſon why mode 
—.— though it is ſo frequently the ſub- 
& of diſcourſe, yet is ſo ſeldom the 
ek of underſtanding. - The name is in 
familiar uſe, but few appear to have a 
right comprehenſion of the thing. We 

not only miſtake it in others, but oſten 
in ourſelves. Our lukewarmneſs, indiffe- 

rence, phlegm, dulneſs, frequently paſs 
with us for moderation; and what is yet 
ſtranger, many a fiery . 85 bigot fancies 
himſelf a cool reaſonable man, as the 
greateſt f 


4 7 : 
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863 


. . — [REN 3 for religion wil ſtill 
n think that they are dong Sou good forvice- 


But if the thing is underſtood by few, 
it is certainly practiſed by yet fewer. Our 
debates and controverſies, our diviſions 
and parties afford but too viſible too 
flagrant proofs of the want of it. And 
even religion, which fhould be the Bond 
and cement to unite us all, is become the 
greateſt bone of contention; that which 
out abebr and extinguiſh all atnimbofities, 
is made itfelf to highten and inffame 
them moſt. Think not that Fam cumè in 
| ſend peace on earth, ſaid our bleſſeck 4 


| Matt. x 34- Saviour 3 I came not to end peace but a 


rd; not that this was the intent, but 
only ld be the event of his coming; 
not that he could properly be the cauſe of 
divifion, fuch is the perfection of the 
chriſtian religion; but ſach is the per- 
verſeneſs of human nature, he ſhould be 
made the innocent occaſion. Religion, 
like oil, is ſmooth and ſoft of itſelf, but 
thrown into the fire produceth the hotteſt 
and the fierceſt flame. It is ſo not only 
in 


£495 


in one . adit all the world over; 
chriſtian quarrels with chriſtian as bad as 
heathen with heathen ; not only papiſts 
with proteſtants, but proteſtants with one 
another; and it is to be wiſhed, that 
churchmen themſelves had been entirely 


free from this leaven. I am ſorry that tne 


theſe reproaches can be 1 more 1 Oh bis 3 
— 8 to us than ie 


There bang 0 many who talk and 
boaſt of moderation yet do not under- 
ſtand what it is, and there being many 

more who whether they e what 
it is or not yet do not practiſe it, we will 
for the ſake of the former conlider- what 
it is, and what it is to make it knawn unto 
all men; and for the fake of the latter we 
will thow the uſefulneſs and expettienty of 
it, in order to explain and enforce the 
precept of the apoſtle, Let Jour pea ICY 
be known unto ur men. 


I. What i 7s ee e is tien nach 3 


a as Pilate's What is truth ? Like John xvii.z8. 


5 Filate too we ſeldom ſtay to give or 


receive 


2 4 
SS 


LY 2 
. 
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receive i an anſwer. The wed in the : 


1. ue original is capable of different ſigniſica- 


tions, according to which it is differently 55 
tranſlated in ſeripture, ſo that it is not 
eaſy to lay what is the preciſe meaning f 
it in this place. Our tranſlators ſeem t 
have choſen the beſt word for it, the 
moſt comprehenſive, and -rpreline of Up + 
different ſignifications. au 0 Pe 
1 mader ation. at 5 6ſt. 3 of 
the word conveys the idea of 8 
oppoſit to a blind precipitate furious 5 
and yet on the other hand it is by no 
means to be confounded, nor indeed hath 
it the leaſt affinity with a lazy undiſtin- 
guiſhing wothlaking indifference. True 
moderation is equally diſtant from both 
theſe or any extremes; for one of its 
principal characteriſtics is to proportion its 
eſteem of things to their real worth; to 
be more or "ich concerned . for them as 
they are more or leſs valuable; to yield a 
weaker or ſtronger aſſent as there is weaker 
or ſtronger evidence; to be indifferent 
wy t neren things, : and to be zealous 
about | 


KJ 


about Om. wherein it is 8 as the Gal. iv. 18. 
_ apoſtle ſaith, 70 be zealoufly affected. But 
though it be zealous for ſome things, yet 
it hath no more zeal than knowledge, no Rom. x. 2. 
more warmth than diſcretion; attends not 
to one ſide of a queſtion only but to both; 
examins without prejudice; argues with- 
out paſſion; differs from others with 
_ civility and good manners; tho''miſtaken 
is never obſtinate; tho ſure is never dog- 
matical; would rather win by perſuaſion 
| than prevail by compulſion; preſerves a 
medium and meaſure in things; avoids 
every ſort of exceſs and extravagance ; is 
not even rigbteous over PuCÞ, as Solomon Ecdervi. 16. 
: adviſeth, ic not o iE; is more for pro- 
moting what is equitable than for adhering Eo 
to the ſtrictneſs of the law;  tempers 
juſtice with merby; ſoftens ſeverity with 
| candor'z" is rigid to crimes; but tender of 
perſons; puniſhes the offenſe, but pities 
the offender; and under the worſt of 
provocations and ſufferings behaves with 
meekneſs and re — rde r to- 1 
wards EM men. | 
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N * Such are 7 chief. p conartics of mode- 
ration in the different. on of the word; 
but perhaps the thing may be better un- 
derſtood by example than hs deſcription, 
An example realiſes the and 
a maſt perfect one we have in our bleſſed 
Lord as of all virtues in general, ſo of 
this in particular. For where was he ever 
for proſecuting private injuries, and puniſh- 
ing the offender according to tlie letter 
and rigor of the law? If a man would 
| fonite him am the right beth; he would 
Matt. v. 39. rather turm id bim tb other ao. He is 
one ſaid indeed to have laobæd with anger, 
but then it was not upon his-own account, 
Mar. i. 5. it was for the | wickedneſs of men, being 
| 8 fer the bardugſe of their luarts. 
Where was he ever indifferent when be 
ſhould have been zealous, or zealous when 


be ſhould have been indifferent? Where 
Mate. zxii- did he ever neglect; the wergbtrer: matters 
ol religion, or lay the principal ſtreſs upon 
forms and ceremonies? We find him with 
Matt. xi. great ſharpneſs reproving the Scribes and 
Phor: _ Apocrites: + WE find him driving 
. 


23. 


- : i , 4 - 


| ih buyers A eller: 5 out 6 the temp ple 
with ſuch indignation, that his les 
applied to him the ſaying of the pfalmiſt, 


The Seu of thine houſe bath TY nie up. Johs l. 17. 


And as he could be thus ſtrict and ſevere 
when it was proper, ſo when it was proper | 


too he could be meek and gentle; He Matt. xii. 13. 


did not firive nor cty, neither 2 any man 
hear his voice in the Peers * when he was 


_ reviled, he reviled” not again, . "when he « Pet. K 23. 


fuffered, ba threatened not, but committed 
himfelf 70 him 285 Judgeth righteouſh.. 


II. But- the hte Gf moderation will 
be farther explained by explaining wf it 
is to make it oth unto all men, Which 
may either ſignify, not” to diſguiſe our 
ſentiments in this particular, not to be 
aſhamed” or afraid of acting upon theſe 
principles, but publicly to profeſs them, 
and to glory in them: or rather may 
ſigniſy, not to confine our benevolence to 
thoſe alone of our own fe and party, but 
to enlarge and extend it to all mankind, 
to diſtinguiſh our friends only by füperior 
_— to ſhow humanity civility and 
: EG on _ courteſy 


1 12 
Matt. v. 45. cou tteſy to all, as our a Rather 
maketh "irs f un 10 7 iſe; and ſendeth rain on 
the good 7 evil, an the juſt | and\unjuſ. 
It would exceed the limits _ one of theſe 
diſcourſes to conſider men in all their dif- 
ferent relations, and to ſpecify. how:mode- 
ration may be made known to them in all. 
It will be ſufficient to give inſtances in the 
two main concerns of human life, religion 
and government; for under theſe two: ge- 
neral heads the lefler . — all * 
r . * 


— 


To Gr e to 1 men in at. 
ters of reli gion is not to meaſure God's 


mercies by our prejudices, not to reckon 
ourſelves alone the people of God, and ex- 


clude all others from the hopes of: falva- 
tion; but to allow that God 1s the God of 
all, that Chriſt died for all, and men may 
be faved out of every chu ch out of every 
nation, if they be careful to frame their 
lives according to the beſt light which they 
have or may have. It is not to dragoon, 
impriſon, torture, or any ways compel men 
into the faith but to teach with all gen- 
tleneſe, 


tleneſs, to reprove, 3 exhort with all : Tim. i I; . 
| long-ſuffering and e not rendering Pet. iii. 9. 


evil for evil, or railing for railing,” but 


contrariwiſe bleſſing. As it is not to force, 
ſo neither is it to delude men into our 
communion; to uſe no frauds pious (as they 
are called) or impious; to defend the truth 
only by truth, and to do nothing in the 
cauſe of We that is not perfectly con- 


ſiſtent with religion. It is to keep the 


medium between thoſe who ſtrain eccle- 
ſiaſtical authority too high, and thoſe on 

the oppoſit ſide who depreſs it too low; 
neither to infringe chriſtian liberty on tlie 

one hand, nor to diſobey the lawful com- 
mands a: ſuperiors on the other; neither 
to impoſe ſuperſtitious burdenſome cere- 
monies with ſome, nor yet to quarrel with 

decency diſciplin and order with others. It 
is equally a friend to a teſt for the ſecurity 
| of the national church, and to a toleration 
for the eaſe of oroteſtant diflenters; would 
rather conform than makea needleſs ſchiſm 
or ſeparation, would rather indulge ſcru- 


pulous conſciences than oblige to an hypo- 


critical conformity; would promote, as 
much 


en = 
= 


= W 
uy Wi 


Matt. xxiii. 
23. 


Le 3 hi 
much as it is poſſible, . unity of opin 

and where that cannot be obtained, at pinion | 
unity of charity. It is neither to build too 
much on works without faith, nor on faith 
without works, but to join both together; 
neither to cry up moral duties to the leſſen- 


ing of poſitive, nor to contend ſor poſitive 


duties to the prejudice of moral, remem- 
bring always that hg are to be dine und 
the 8 not to be left undone. In a word, 
it is to recommend- our holy religion not ſo 
much by our profeſſion as by our practice; 
not to ſhow our zeal for the church: by 
drinking to it, but by frequenting it; not 


Jer. vii 4. to truſt in lying words (as the prophet ex- 


preſſeth it) /aying The temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord, the temple of the % 
Lord are theſe. Thoſe are the beſt and 
trueſt ſons of the church, who are the 
molt conſtant to its worſhip, and live moſt 
agreeably to its doctrin. A man of | im | 


moral character, let him boaſt ever ſo 


much of orthodoxy and high church, is 


the worſt of heretics and ſchiſmatics. 


To Ti 


* 


3 Tes 9 
Te We n to all a men in mat- 
ters of government, is to make religion and 
law the rule and meaſure of authority as 
well as of obedience, that princes may 
govern as the miniſters of God for good, Rom. xii. 
and that ſubjects may obey at only for ©.” 
wrath but alſo for conſcience ſake. It is to 
hold the balance even between the pre- 
rogative of the crown and the privilege of 
the ſubjeQ; and to ſuffer neither to weigh 
down the other; to avoid equally the ex- 
tremes of anarchy and confuſion on the 
one hand, of ' abſolute paſſive obedience 
and e en on the other; that the 
power of the king and the rights of the 
people may be preſerved ſafe and inviolate 
from the encroachments of each other, 
neither government inſulted, nor liberty 
oppreſted. It is not to be led away by 
names fiend of things, by party diſtinc- 
tions inſtead of realities; but to regard 
more what is ſaid than who ſaith it, what 
is! Gone than who doth it, and to meaſure 
by their actions rather than the actions 


by the men; 70 render” tribute to whom Rom. all. 5. 
tribute 


/ 


Ta 16 8 
tribute is due, cuſtom to whom e fear | 
70 whom fear, honor to whom: honor. It is 
 'nc< to run into the violence and exceſs of 

any party; not fondly. to think thoſe of 
our on Perſuaflon, and none elſe, oracles 
of wiſdom and ſtandards of Wemag nei- 
ther to magnify all nor depreciate all with- 
out exception, as if men were either better 
or worſe than men, or as if there ever were 
or ever could be any, either ſo good as to 
do always what is right, or ſo bad as to do 
always what is wrong: but to judge of 
men and things with temper and candor; 
to avoid all falſehood calumny and per- 
ſonal altercation; neither to praiſe nor to 
blame without juſt occaſion; to commend 
what is right, to condemn what is wrong, 
from whomſoever it may come; to lament 
vice though in a friend, to honor virtue 
though in an enemy, and always to con- 
clude, that a bad man can never be a good 
patriot, he whoſe private life is infamous, 
can never adorn a- public character. - It is 
to be zealous for the welfare of the nation, 
jealous of every the leaſt danger to the 
conſtitution 3 ; and yet on the other hand 
| not 


4 17 1 . 
not to be afraid where no fear is, nor to pre- 

tend grievances where there really are none; 
to make allowances for the difficulties of 
government, and to render it as eaſy as we 
can to our governors; not only to pray for: Tim. i. 2. 

kings and for: all that are in authority, but 

alle to contribute our utmoſt endevors, that 

oe may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 

_ godlineſs and honeſly. It abhors faction as 
much as it deſires the public good, is as 
great an enemy to licentiouſneſs as it is a 
friend to liberty, knowing that liberty will 
be ruined by nothing ſooner and more 
effectually than by the abuſe of it; and 
therefore, as we have. been called unto Ae, uk 7.35 
it is 70 ue not e for an occaſion to the 

te ſh, but by love to ſerve one another; as pet. ii. 16. 

free, and 4 70 ng our liberty for a cloke of 

mal liciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God. 
In a word, it is to be of no party any far- 

ther than they are for truth and virtue, for 
law and liberty, for our king and country; 
and never to carry our differences from 
politics into other things, but F il be Rom. xn. 18. 
_ poſſible, as much as lieth in us, to liue peace- 
2 with all men. . [8 
Ka, 1 III. If 
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Judg. xiv. 
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u. 8 8 5 
we cannot be ignorant of its excellencies; 
and having thus explained what moderation. 
is, and what: it is to male it known unto-all 
men, there is the leſs occaſion to be par- 
ticular in ſhowing be uſefulneſs and er 


78 Died in the 


1 


— 


One argument for it may be drawn 
from the advantages of this temper, from 
its being the proper diſpoſition of mind to 
find truth ourſelves, and to recommend it 
to others. It is almoſt a certainty, that 
whoever is in a paſſion is in the wrong; 
at leaſt he is a bad defender of a good 
cauſe, and maketh the beſt appear like the 


. An argument managed with tem- 


per is like Samſon's riddle, honey out of 
the lion, ſweetneſs and MOT} mixed 
together. 


Another Moan for it may be drawn 
from the diſadvantages of the contrary 


begs cu from the * and evil ſpeak- 7 


; * 7 


.. 46+ 
ing, thi anger and revenge, the wars and 
- Ide. the perſecutions and maſſacres, 
which all proceed from the want of mode- 


15 ration. "For want of this, in the century 
the laſt, were ſo many fires in 


Smithfield, ſo many executions on Tower- 
hül; both proteſtants and papiſts ſuffered 
in their turns, both had their matyrs. For 
want of this, in the laſt century, a civil 
war was kindled, a king murdered, and 
our conſtitution in Wee! and ſtate over- 
turned. If power had been exerciſed with 
more moderation, if prerogative had never 
overflowed its banks, the ſtream of go- 
vernment might have run on ſmooth and 
gentle, and that ſpirit would not have 
been raiſed in the people, which is ſo 


15 much eaſier to be raiſed than to be laid. 


Or if redreſs of theſe grievances had been 


ſought with more moderation, and men 


would have been contented with all the 
legal ſecurities which our conſtitution af- 

fords; if when they had drawn the ſword 
againſt their e they had not likewiſe 
thrown away the ſcabbard; the wounds 


of the civil war might ſoon” have been 
C 2 ; healed 


-= cc df, = 


p 
\ 
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Acts i. 19. 


Prov. xvii. 


LY 


healed by Nea. the ſcars wouldi not yet 
have been viſible, and the condeſcenfion 


of the prince and the temper of the peo- 
= would have been the theme of future 

But as Solomon obſerves, the begin- 
49 of rife is ac when” one letteth': our 
waler; you cannot ſtop i it again, nor kn 


how far and wide it may flow.. For not 
contented with reducing monarchy within 
bounds that it might no more ind. 

liberty, they were for entirely deſtioping it it; 


not contented with pruning excreſcences, 


and lopping off overgrown branches 


in the church, they were for cutting 
down the tree a all; not contented with 
leaving their king Aetle more than the 
name of king, they tried, condemned, and 
executed him with all the mock ſolemnity 


and forms of juſtice. They who com- 
plained of the golden [ceptre of their 


princes, now ruled with @ rod of iron, 
erected new forms of government, inſti- 
tuted new modes of worſhip, baniſhed. 
the royal family, beheaded the nobles, 

ppreſſed the commons, and made our 


land an Aceldama or 20 5 of blood. Twenty 
ek 5 


ans - 7 
5 years. 3 nation was mad, N hardly 3 
_ recovered its ſenſes: at laſt, LY it bath yer 


rene The.” 


£ | 


2 Other e may like aw 6 
the clauſe followint g the text, Let your 
moderation. be known unto all men, Te „„ 
Lord is at hand.—The Lord is at hand, Oh | 
for in ſuch an bour as you think not, the Matt.xxiv.44 — 

Sam of. man cometh; and where will be 

all our little diftindions when we are laid 85 | 
in the grave, or what will the differences _ 

of this world avail in the next N vB 
| Lord is at band, who was the grea 
preacher of this 2d its ' kindred Ing 

and requires them as the Ae e 
marks of his diſciples, men being n 
chriſtians without charity, and there Vols 
no charity without moderation. The Lord 
is at band, who not only taught, but 

practiſed it, leaving us an example that we pet. i. 21. 
ſhould follow bis: fleps; who was a lamb 
himſelf, and will not ſuffer any of his 
diſciples to be wolves, and prey upon one 
another. e Lord is at hand, who will 
judge and puniſh us for adthing more 

ſeverely 


Fa 2 i” 

Te ſeverely than for the want of moderatio1 Y 

af ot And ſurely if the want of moderation will 
be a crime more aggravated more hainous 
in one people than in another, it will be 
ſo more eſpecially in us of theſe kingdoms, 
who have all reaſonable inducements to 
practiſe it, living under the government of 

a a moſt truly religious and gracious King 

who hath none other deſign or deſire than 
to make his ſubjects happy, and enjoying 
the beſt conſtitution in church and ſtate, 
of any Perf this n in the world. Bs 


| will- 11 Y this diſcourſe with 5 : 

paſſages of ſcripture illuſtrating and en- 
forcing the doctrin here advanced; and 
they are the more memorable, being taken | 
chiefly from St. Paul, whoſe fervent zeal - 
was exceeded by nothing but his more fer- 
vent charity. Put them in mind, ſays he, 

Tit, il. 1, a. 20 be ſubject to principalities and powers, to 
obey magiſtrates, to be ready to every good 
work, to ſpeak evil of no man, to be no 
brawlers, but gentle, ſhowing all meekneſs 

5 cor. ii. 3,4. umto all men. Il, hereas there is among you 

. ; "Es and ſtrife, and TO are ye. 
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1 

ot carnal, and walk as men? For while one 
eit T am of Paul, and another I am ef, 
A polls, are ye Not carnal 9. For the Ling Rom. xiv. 17. 
am e, God is not meat and drink, is not 
forms and ceremonies, Gur righteouſmeſs, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. — 


And the ſervant of the Lad: muſt not Tim. ii. 4 


rive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves. —Brethren, Fa man Gal. vi. 1, 2. 


be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiri- 


tual, reflore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of 


nuckneſe confidering thyſelf læſt thou alſo 


be tempted.” Bear ye one another's burdens, 
and /o fulfil. the law of Chri iſt. For the Jam. i. 20... 
wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs 
of God.— And the wiſdom that is from —ii. t,t 18, 
above is fit pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eaſy'to be entreated, full of mercy and 

good fruits, without partiality, and without - 
hypocriſy : And the fruit of riebreouſneſs hb 
ſown in peace of them that male peace. 
Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, ok iv. 31, 
and clamor, and evil ſpeaking be put away 
from you, with all malice; And be ye kind 


ont to another, ene Reale Tepe 9 
| one 
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